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With today’s changing economic trends, parents and students are starting to become worrisome about with trying to figure out what students want to be when they grow up. Today’s schools are assisting students with their career choices (also known as career development). School counselors are helping students with their career choices by administering assessments, researching career profiles, college planning, reviewing resume and cover letter writing, offering interviewing tips, explaining networking skills, etc.  For more information about the topic of career choice one can access the website http://elisacoren.angelfire.com/index.html. 

 
I conducted research on 22 websites that counselors can use to assist them with students’ career choice exploration. The websites were processed into an internet address book for reference. These websites were selected based on the information is geared towards audience remembers that are counselors, students, teachers, and parents. The websites fell into four categories: nonprofit organization, government, professional organization, and commercial. To view the internet address book one can access the file: http://elisacoren.angelfire.com/Coren-IAB-ForClassDevelopment.xls. Additionally, to view excerpts or examples of information one can access the file: 
http://elisacoren.angelfire.com/CorenResearch_Excerpts_.pdf. 


The Iseek website (http://www.iseek.org/sv/index.jsp) is geared towards students, counselors, and parents. The website is run by a nonprofit organization. Counselors can use the site to assist them with students’ career exploration. Students are able to assess their interests, skills, and abilities; explore career options; and set career goals. In addition, the website offered students assistance with higher education planning. Counselors can access information about careers that are high in demand, industries that are growing. The website has a section for counselors that allow them to look at frequently asked questions by students, information about career paths, information about Holland’s theory of career development, and access other resources. 


Career One Stop (http://www.careeronestop.org) is a nonprofit organization website. Students and counselors are the targeted audience. The website has information about the career exploration process. Students and counselors can access information about higher education and trade schools. It gives an explanation of a number of skills that various jobs require. Along with the written explanation of skills, the website gives video of the skills being performed. Career One Stop provides information on how to obtain employment, with giving examples of resumes and cover letters for students to look at. In addition, the website gives interviewing and job-seeking tips. Furthermore, the website explains information that is necessary to understand once one has employment, such as salaries and benefits.   


North Carolina Career Resource Network (http://www.soicc.state.nc.us/soicc/index.htm) is a state government website. Counselors, teachers, and students can use this website to assist with the career management process.  Counselors and teachers have access to information about Holland’s theory of career development, and information to assist students with self-assessments. Counselors can make use of this resource to purchase assessments to aid students in their career exploration. Students can access a number of occupation profiles.  The website breaks down students’ options after high school.  Students can access information about resumes, cover letters, interviewing, and networking. 


Pennsylvania Career Education & Work (CEW) Standards Toolkit is a government website (http://www.pacareerstandards.com). The website is designed by the state of Pennsylvania 
Department of Education to assist schools with career education. Counselors and teachers can access this website to reference information about career portfolios, career guides, career curriculums, rubrics, career education standards, surveys, and download career awareness brochures.  


You Child’s Career (http://www.yourchildscareer.org) is a nonprofit organization website designed to assist parents with their child(ren)’s career exploration. The website gives parents information on how they can encourage their child’s career development starting in elementary school all the way through high school graduation. The site has a feature to help parents develop an action plan for their child’s career development. Additionally, the website gives information on what schools are doing to assist with career development.  The website elaborates on an explanation of the benefits of technical school and work-programs during high school. 


College Board (http://www.collegeboard.com) is a commercial website that provides students, parents, and counselors with information about obtaining higher education. The website is divided up into sections based on the audience. A main focus of the website is testing information. Additionally, the website provides information about planning, searching, and applying for college. There is information about scholarships and financial aid. The website allows students to explore college majors and career profiles.   


College Career Life Planning (http://www.collegecareerlifeplanning.com) is a commercial website that provides counselors, teachers, and parents with career tools to use. The website has several external links to assessments, activities, handouts, brochures, games, videos, and lesson plans that can assist with career exploration. There is useful information on how on to motivate students to explore career paths. 

Career Explorer (http://www.careerexplorer.net) is a commercial website. Students, counselors, and parents can access assessments and job profiles. The website is designed to assist people with obtaining more information about career education and job training. 


The American School Counselor Association (http://www.careerexplorer.net/) is a website designed for people in the school counseling profession. Counselors can access articles about career development, career guidance, and college planning. In order to access the articles, school counselors must be members of the association.  

America's Career Resource Network (http://www.acrnetwork.org/Default.aspx) is a nonprofit organization website. Targeted audience members are students, counselors, teachers, parents, and school administrators. Students can get information about service learning, entrepreneurship, and current jobs. Counselors can obtain information about academic achievement, career education models, involving parents, and articles on higher education. Parents can obtain information about how to get career development started the importance of school success, and career exploration. Teachers can access information about career exploration in the classroom. A great feature of the website is the career discussion-making toolkit that parents, counselors, and students can use to help guide career exploration. 


Career Voyages (http://www.careervoyages.gov) is a website provided by the United States Department of Labor. The Department of Labor designed this site to assist students, parents, and counselors with exploring career options during high school.  The site helps the audience members with information on how to start career exploration. There is a side toolbar that allows audience members to explore different industries in the United States. The website provided downloadable file of on an article about career myths.  Audience members can learn information on current job trends and demands. In addition, the website explains how higher education can be a pay off for students in their future. The website provides many external links that provide further information on assessments, education and training opportunities, along with funding information. 

Youth 2 Work (http://www.youth2work.gov/index.htm) is a website designed by the United States Department of Labor that assists teens that are currently working. Students, parents, and counselors can access information about rules and regulations that govern teens working.  There is information about hazards in the work place that teens might be exposed to. Youth 2 Work gives statistics about jobs that teens frequently obtain employment in.  


Career Zone (http://www.pacareerzone.org/home.jsf) is a government website through the partnership of the Pennsylvania Department of Education and Department of Labor & Industry. The website’s primary audience members are students. Students can look into various industries and career profiles. Students can take an assessment based on Holland’s theory of personality. Additional assessments are an interest profiler and work performance profiler. 


Mayo Clinic Career Awareness Program is a website that targets students that are interested in medical career exploration (http://www.mayoclinic.org/careerawareness/careerawareness.html). Counselors are able to use this website help get career speakers, work-study programs, career observation programs, tours, apprenticeships, and mentorships. 


Bureau of Labor Statistics (http://www.bls.gov/k12/) is a government website that students can use to explore different occupations that relate to school subjects. The website also features a teacher’s guide that provides information about the website and the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Vocational Information Center (http://www.khake.com/index.html) is a commercial website that provides counselors, students, parents, and teachers with information about career exploration in various fields. Students can access information about how math is used in different occupations. Counselors and teachers can obtain resources such as career education lesson plans and worksheets. The website gives information about the current job-market. Students and counselors can obtain information about various job skills. 


Mapping Your Future (http://mappingyourfuture.org/planyourcareer) is a nonprofit organization website that assists middle school and high school students with career exploration, college planning, and financial planning. For counselors and parents there are articles on preparing students for college and career planning. 


The Fun Works: Careers You Never Knew Existed (http://www.thefunworks.org) is a nonprofit organization website designed for elementary school students. Students are able to explore careers that they may be unfamiliar with. There is a section dedicated to careers that are involved with science and math. Students can take a quiz that identifies careers that involve interests that students may have. In addition, students can play interactive games that are based on different careers. Teachers and counselors can access lesson plans and activities. Lesson plans and activities are based on the topics of technology, engineering, science, and mathematics. The website lists other resources such as books, videos, audio, and software programs that could be used with the elementary school population.


EdGate's Career and Technical Education Center is a commercial website (http://www.edgateteam.net/CT/index.html). The website has a section dedicated to younger students. For older students, there are several links to external sites that students can use for career exploration. For example, there are links to occupation profiles that students can review. Students also can review labor market statistics by states. The website gives a list of skill, personality, and interest assessments that students can utilize. Students can look at different examples of resumes and cover letters. They can review interviewing tips. For female students, there is a list of external links to websites that encourages girls to explore male dominated career fields. Middle school and high school students can access the section designed for future focus with career planning and college planning. Students are provided with information about career clusters. Counselors and teachers can access middle school career activities. 


Career Builder (http://www.careerbuilder.com) is a commercial website. The website can be used by counselors, students, parents, and teachers. The website provides job postings in different career fields. Counselors can use the website to show students and parents what type of jobs are currently in demand. Counselors can assist high school students with acquiring part-time job positions through the website. The website provides examples of resumes and cover letters. The website links to an external website that provides videos on various careers.    
Monster (http://www.monster.com) is a commercial website that students, parents, counselor, and teachers can use to examine different jobs that are currently available. The website contains examples of cover letters and resumes for reference. Students are able to use the application of career mapping to explore different career paths and career snapshots. 


Career Planning Guide (http://www.cteresource.org/cpg) is a nonprofit website that allows students and counselors to explore different career clusters. In each cluster, one can explore different careers. Each listed career has a description and list of requirements (degrees or licensures).  


The 22 websites were selected on the basis that each website provides counselors, students, teachers, and parents with valuable information that will aid in career choice. It is practical that counselors start career education in elementary school,, in order to promote career exploration as an on going process. Counselors need to make parents aware of career development. On way for counselors to help make parents aware is using these websites as an accessible database. The internet address book database allows parents and students to have the ability to become actively involved in career exploration, which will aid in career development throughout students’ lives. 
